The Java API specifications

The predeclared classes of Java, grouped into packages, constitute the API —the Application Programmer’s In-
terface. The specification of all these classes, for version 8 of Java, appears at this website:

docs.oracle.com/javase/8/docs/api/

YOU are becoming a Java application programmer, and you will look at these API specs often. Our goal here is to
introduce you to this website and to show you how you can easily get to it —or to the spec for any particular class.
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Ways to find the API specification of a class

You will be looking often at specifications of classes. You’ll want to know how to get to them easily and quickly.
There are at least three easy ways: bookmark the URL, get to it from the course web page, and google it. The third
way is often the easiest to use: just use google (or some other search engine). To get to the Java spec for class String,
type the following into a search-engine window and click on the most appropriate link that the search engine gives
you:

java 8 String
When we do this using google, the first link that google gives us is the appropriate one; just click it:

String (Java Platform SE 8 ) — Oracle: https://docs.oracle.com/javase/8/docs/api/java/lang/String.html
Ways to get to the API specs

1. Bookmark docs.oracle.com/javase/8/docs/api/

2. In the navigation bar on the course webpage, click “links” and then “Java 1.8 API Specs”.

3. Google “java 8 String” (replace “String” by any class in which you are interested) and then click the most
appropriate link that google gives you.
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